ELI'EZER BEN NATAN OF MAINZ

ELI'EZER BEN NATAN OF MAINZ (c.1090-

1170), rabbinic scholar, tosafist, and legal authority;
known by the acre 1 Raban. He studied in Mainz
in the period just after the First Crusade (on which he
wrote a baoklet), In 1150, togetherwith R, Ya‘agov ben
Me'it Tam and R. Shemu'el ben Me'ir, he promulgated
the so-called Troyes ordinances, “tagganot in various
lields of Jewish law.

Rabbi Eli‘ezer’s major work, clled Sefer Robau
or Even ha-‘Ezer (Prague, 1610), contains halakhic
rulings and responsa following the order of the
Talmudic tactates. I includes much inforn
about the scholars and practices of France, Germany,
and Babylonia, Another work atributed 10 Raban,
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ELI'EZER OF BEAUGENCY

ELI EZFR BEN YOSEI HA-GALILI (2d cent),
tanna’; pupil of R, “*Agiva’ ben Yosef, he was one
of those who established the academy at *Yavnch
(Fer. 63b) and then in Usha' A noted aggadist,
he is eredited with having laid down thirty-two
hermeneutical rules for the interpretation of the
“aggadal (sce HERMENEUTICS). These were preserved
in a special baraiyra’, which is printed in some
Talmud editions alter the wactate Berakhorn Tt was
also discovered in a manuscript entitled The Mishiah
of Rabbi Eli‘ezer, to which was appended another
longer midrash atributed 1o him, but probably ol a
much later date, also known as Midrash Aggur. He
is only n.nnuncd once in the Mishnah (Ser. 5.3) but
f vbaraiyior, His halakhic dicts are few, and
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ELFEZER BEN YO'EL HA-LEVI OF BONN
(c.1140-1225), rabbinic scholar, tosafist, and legal
authority; known by the acronym Rabiah or Ravyah.
He was the grandson of R. *Eli‘ezer ben Natan
ol Mainz, halakt

most of his extant statements are of an aggadic nature.
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DANIEL SPERBER

ELTEZER OF BEAUGENCY (late 12th ce
biblical exegete, Elierer represents the final ph‘
th northern French school of Jewish bible

the leading ist of twelfth v
Germany. His father, R Yo'e] ha-Levi of Bonn, was
venerated by tosafists in both Germany and north-

1 by *Rashi, which endeavored to interpr

S«npnuc .-umwdmg to its plain sensc (sce PESHAT).

Three of Elifezer’s full commentaries have been
bl

ern France. Eli‘ezer traveled Germany,
studying with such masters as Rabbi Eli‘ezer of Metz,
R. Ychuda ben Shemu'el hc-lhsnd and R Ychu(h ben

hed: on fsaiek (published by Nuu [1879]),

Kalonimos of Speyer. He 1 in
Bann and moved to Cologne toward the end of his life.
The bulk of his v work of Jewish law, known

as Sefer Rabivah (vols. 1-3 [1933-1935]) or Avi
ha-'Ezri, was published by Victor Aptowitzer in
three volumes, along with an introductory velume

biographical descriptions of Eli‘ezer and
his family, teachers, and students (vol. 4 was edited
by M. H. Fischel [1965]; additional volumes have been
published by David Dablitsky [1976-1989]). This work
isa callection of legal decisions, resporsa, 1osafot, and
other extracts arranged according ta the order of the
tractates of the d. Eli‘ezer o o
work on the orders of Nashim and Nezigin mmkd
Avi'asaf, which was cited in Ashkenazi rabbinic works
ol the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries but is no
longer extant. The beginning of Eli'czer’s treatise,
entitled Seder Bayit Sheni, has survived.

He refused compensation for teaching Torah and
turned down formal rabhinic office, He was a leading
proponent of the Ashkenazi practice of adhering 1o the
w ol the majority in matters of con over-
ment, defending this position against challenges from
abbinic \LhUIJIN of not lhuu Franc
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iel, and on the Twelve Minor Prophets
i by P ki [1913]). Fi of his
Job v are extant and it seems that he
also wrote commentaties on the Torah, Jereniok,

Psalies, Ecelesiastes and Daniel. Heavily influence

by the great peshat commentator “Rashbam (Rashi’s
grandson), Eli‘ezer focused attention an the poctic
features of the Hebrew Bible (e, parallelism), as
well as the redaction process of the prophetic books.
He also placed particular emphasis on the historical
allusions in the Bible, aiming to place them within
their ancient context, Eli‘ezer’s commentaries provide
a window inta the broader cultural life of northern
French Jews. He [requently provided Old French
glosses on Hebrew words (see La'az). He also knew
Latin, and cites the Vulgate in commentaries in
order 1o refute Christological interpretations of the
prophetic literature. His commentarics focus on the
themes of martyrdom and exile, in an effort to provide
spiritual sustenance to Jews of his generation, who
had endured the Crusades and other, less-violent,
torms of Christian evangelization.
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